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Delivering for you in energy

A trusted and successful energy sector partner

Why choose CMS?

The energy sector is a key driving force of the economy. 
A prudent and responsible approach to energy promotes 
innovation and creates huge opportunities for many 
industry players. Having said that, the energy sector is 
subject to strict political, legal and regulatory requirements 
as well as geopolitical developments and technological 
challenges. Managing these risks is fundamental for 
successful energy business transactions.

Our energy practice encompasses all areas of law that 
may be relevant to your activities in the energy field,  
in particular:

— Antitrust and merger control
— Compliance
— Construction law
— Dispute resolution
— Energy and energy contract law
— Environmental and planning law 

— 4,800 lawyers in 41 countries and 72 offices
— Profound expertise across the value chain
— Strong reputation in the energy sector
— Close links with decision-makers in government 
 and public agencies
— Broad client base from major multinationals  
 to start-ups
— More than 30 lawyers in the German energy   
 practice group

<

— Foreign investment review
— IT and General Data Protection Regulation
— Labor law
— M&A transactions and corporate law
— Procurement law
— Real estate
— Regulation
— Renewable energy
— Smart energy and digital transformation
— Tax

— One-stop service from our integrated expert team
— Pragmatic, effective and cost-conscious advice and   
 project management.

In addition to our comprehensive knowledge of German 
and European Union law, our clients benefit from the 
international expertise of our global Energy Sector Group. 
We are happy to support you in any energy-related 
matters.
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Meeting the challenges of the 
global energy transition

We are working at the forefront of the global energy 
transition – anticipating new developments, guiding  
our clients through dynamic change, supporting the 
implementation of new business models, and providing 
dependable legal advice and assistance.

Clean and renewable energy is a continually evolving 
and cutting-edge industry. Our track record in this field is 
exceptional. We advise on all aspects of renewable energy, 
including the development and realization of national 
and international projects, M&A and project financing. 
Our clients are among the leading players in the sector, 
ranging from developers, investors and financiers to 
utilities, suppliers and customers.

Energy storage for providing flexibility in the electricity 
system will become ever more valuable in a world of 
increasingly fluctuating and decentralized production. 
Business models around energy storage seek to 
commercialize opportunities in this field. But alongside 
the commercial challenges, investors, developers and 
operators face obstacles due to the fragmentary legal 
and regulatory regime. We assist our clients with legal 
and strategic advice in this uncertain environment and 
support the implementation of a favorable regulatory 
framework for energy storage.

Electric vehicles have become increasingly relevant in 
recent years. This creates new opportunities for investors 
around public charging networks and corporate fleets, 
for example. Recent developments have highlighted the 
importance of EVs. Standardization of charging and 
payment models is under way. There are plans to use 
vehicle batteries as storage facilities for control energy 
as part of smart grid concepts. Our experts advise on all 
legal and regulatory aspects in relation to electric vehicles, 
including data protection and tax issues.

Digitization and decentralization are cornerstones of 
the energy transition. New business models require digital 
solutions for coping with the complexity of the business 
processes and the sheer volume of data. In this respect, 
blockchain and artificial intelligence (AI) are important 
enablers, although implementation is still in the early 
stages. Our clients already implement blockchain 
applications in areas such as trading platforms, charging 
infrastructure, micro grids and system services. AI systems 

will increasingly be deployed along the entire value chain. 
We support our clients with regard to all legal and 
regulatory aspects relevant to their business in digitized 
and decentralized energy markets.

Power purchase agreements (PPAs) as a means of 
financing capital and operational expenditure on renewable 
energy systems are already popular in many jurisdictions 
around the world, especially in North America. They are 
becoming increasingly common in Germany as well, 
particularly with regard to funding under the Renewable 
Energy Act (EEG). Our experts advise investors, developers 
and utilities nationally and internationally on all legal 
and regulatory aspects that need to be considered when 
entering into PPAs.

Hydrogen is the rising star in the energy market. Green 
hydrogen produced by electrolysis provides a means for 
storing renewable electricity. Blue hydrogen is produced 
from natural gas (or coal) using carbon capture, utilisation 
and storage (CCUS). We have advised network operators 
and producers on the legal and regulatory framework 
for hydrogen under European and German law in order 
to identify obstacles for new hydrogen-based business 
models, including identifying appropriate funding 
instruments.

LNG has been a feature of many European markets for 
decades. Germany is among the countries that currently 
have no LNG infrastructure. Three major projects are  
now under discussion. The regulatory framework for 
constructing and operating LNG terminals, including any 
possible exemption from regulatory requirements, is still 
far from clear. Our experts advise potential investors and 
operators on all legal and regulatory implications of 
LNG terminals both internationally and in Germany.

Environmental and planning processes for new 
energy projects are complex and time-consuming across 
Europe and especially in Germany. Our experts advise on 
all aspects of planning and permission procedures for 
grid expansion, power plants and renewable energy 
projects. This includes negotiating with public authorities, 
representation in public participation procedures and 
representation in court proceedings with public agencies, 
neighbors and environmental groups.
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The sole purpose of this document is to provide information about specific topics. It makes no claims  
as to correctness or completeness and does not constitute legal advice. The information it contains  
is no substitute for specific legal advice. If you have any queries regarding the issues raised or other  
legal topics, please get in touch with your usual contact at CMS Hasche Sigle. 

CMS Hasche Sigle is one of the leading commercial law firms. More than 600 lawyers serve their  
clients in eight major German commercial centres as well as in Beijing, Brussels, Hong Kong, Moscow 
and Shanghai. CMS Hasche Sigle is a member of CMS Legal Services EEIG, a European Economic  
Interest Grouping that coordinates an organisation of independent law firms. CMS EEIG provides  
no client services. Such services are solely provided by CMS EEIG‘s member firms in their respective  
jurisdictions. CMS EEIG and each of its member firms are separate and legally distinct entities, and  
no such entity has any authority to bind any other. CMS EEIG and each member firm are liable only 
for their own acts or omissions and not those of each other. The brand name “CMS“ and the term 
“firm“ are used to refer to some or all of the member firms or their offices.

CMS locations:
Aberdeen, Algiers, Amsterdam, Antwerp, Barcelona, Beijing, Belgrade, Berlin, Bogotá, Bratislava,  
Bristol, Brussels, Bucharest, Budapest, Casablanca, Cologne, Dubai, Duesseldorf, Edinburgh,  
Frankfurt, Funchal, Geneva, Glasgow, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Istanbul, Johannesburg, Kyiv, Leipzig,  
Lima, Lisbon, Ljublijana, London, Luanda, Luxembourg, Lyon, Madrid, Manchester, Mexico City,  
Milan, Mombasa, Monaco, Moscow, Munich, Muscat, Nairobi, Paris, Podgorica, Poznan, Prague, 
Reading, Rio de Janeiro, Riyadh, Rome, Santiago de Chile, Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sheffield, 
Singapore, Skopje, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Tirana, Utrecht, Vienna, Warsaw, Zagreb and Zurich.

CMS Hasche Sigle Partnerschaft von Rechtsanwälten und Steuerberatern mbB, registered office:  
Berlin (Charlottenburg District Court, PR 316 B), list of partners: see website.

cms.law

Your free online legal information service.

A subscription service for legal articles  
on a variety of topics delivered by email.
cms-lawnow.com


